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2 CormnTu. v. 1. 5 
For we know, that if our earthly 
houſe of this tabernacle were dif 
ſolved, we have a building of God, 
an houſe not made with . 


erernal in the heavens. 
T is melancholy to ere the ſtate of 
1 man as a mortal and dying creature; 
There is ſomething in it that ſpreads a 
gloom and darkneſs over the face of the 
creation. The great Author of our beings 
has implanted within us a love for our oπ 
lives, and a tender concern for that of dur 
friends and fellow - creatures; and moſt uſe- 
ful are the purpoſes in providence, -which 
theſe affections are deſigned to ſerve: but; 
with reſpect to ourſelves, tis not eaſy to de- 
termine, whether the pain that attends their 
exerciſe; is not equal to the pleaſure. To ſee 
our deareſt friends dropping into the grave 
before our eyes, and to know: that we our- 
ſelves ate following faſt after them, is a 
damp upon all the joys of time. How vain 
en B | 2 


(2) 

is man! we come and take à look 
inte Hife, tread a few ſteps upon the ſtage of 
this world, and preſently diſappear and are 
gone; and we know, that it will not be long 
before the ſtage itſelf, on which in our ſuc- 
ceflive generations we have acted our ſeveral 


parts, will be taken down. 
„ AM1DsT. all the gloomineſs of mind, 


Thich, this ſtate of things may occaſion, 
there is not the leaſt reaſon to arraign the pro- 
vidence of Gop. He that gave us our being, 
has a right to make it as ſhort and as pre- 
carious as he pleaſes; and our being ſinners, 
both juſtifies and accounts for this method of 
procedure but, at the ſame time, tis a dis. 
penſation that muſt ſit heavy on the human 
mind; and while nature continues what i it is, 
we hall ſhrink and ſhudder at it. | 
Bis there no gleam of light ug 
ent' from behind this darkneſs ? Is death, 
that noc) makes | ſuch havock among the 
ſons of men, always to do it? and will he 
Keep lis preſent captives under an eternal 
dominion ?' Blefſed be Gop, we hear other 
tidings, and are able to entertain better 
hopes: There is a ſaying written in the 
councils of Gop, and what. is written will 
ime day be brought 4% paſt, death is fivallowed 
* oieory.” „ that ij aur 
earthly 


4 


earthly houſe of thi « tabernacle were difſolyed, 


d life, carried him above all his troubles, and 


we baue 4 building of GOD, an houſe not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens, 
Tus was the great argument with which 


the apoſtle St. Paul ſupported himſelf under 


the difficulties of his miniſtry, He had-not 
only the common burdens and fears of hu- 
man nature to ſtruggle with; but lay alſo 
open to perſecution, and was expecting death 
by martyrdom, as an apoſtle of Chriſt, and 
a preacher of the goſpel ; but this article of 
the e Chriſtian hope, the glorious reſurrection 
of his body, and the happineſs of the future 


all his fears, Ne are troubled on every Aas, 
yet not diſtreſſed ; ae are perplexed, but nat 
in 2 ; perſecuted, but not Jorſakens lraſt 
down, but not deſtroyed;; Chap. ie, 859. 
One thing that made this, tolerable and ęaſy 
to him, was the happy influence which, the 


"goſpel he preached under all theſe diſcour- 


agements had upon the Corinthians, ver. I, 
II, 12. Always bearing. about in ih body 
the dying of the Lord Jeſus, à repreſentation 
of his ſufferings, {bat tbe liſe alſo of: Feſus, 
as riſen, and aſcended, and attending my 
preaching among you with divine power and 


energy, might be manifeft in my: ludh, ubder 


all its  frailty and ſufferings : Far ue which 


A Whos) B 2 live 


4) 
Aue are always delivered unto death for 


Feſus ſake, that the life alſo of Feſus might 
be manifeſt in our mortal fleſh: S then 


death worketh in us, but life in jou. But F 
the great anchor of his ſoul was what en- 1 
tered into that within the vail; ver. 16, 17; 

18. Fur tbis cauſe we faint not; but tho 

our outward man periſh, yet the inward man 

#8 renewed day by day: for our light afflic- 

tion, Thich is but for a moment, worketh fir 

is 4 far more exceeding, and eternal weight 
'of glory: while we -lobk." not at the thirigs 

which are ſeen, but at the things which ame 
nos ſeen; for the things which are feen are 41 
temporal, but the ys" "which are not _ = 
ale eternal. $ 1 


Tx apoſtle having e che 5 5 
jets of his hope in general language, comes = i 
in the next place to ſpecify ſome of the mY — 
4iculars ; and he begins: wiith-*that- in thep © .. 
text, We hnow that if our earthly houfe oft 2 
this "tabernacle were d. Holved, "ap baue 2 
Building of God, an houſe not. na, wht J 
Hands, eternal in the heavens.” | 
IN which-words there are two o things tht 
offer themſelves to our notice. tt: as 
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"TTY 
II. Tur affurance he rde a n 
reſurrection. _ 


ST. . A, 


I. HIS ad of his own n "deadly 


if our earthly houſe of this tabernacle ur 
diſſolved. Tis not the language of a man 


that- doubted whether this would ever be 


the caſe: He tells them, chap. iv. I 185 


death was working in bim, and the appear- 


ances of things were ſuch as obliged him 


to be daily expecting it; he does accord- 
ingly expect it, and has recourſe to the 
thought of a glorious reſurrection, upon 
ſuppoſition of the near en the dif 
ſolution of his bod. 

AND here we have a very affeQing'n re- 
preſentation” of the preſent” ſtate ' of man; 
our abode is in the earthly houſe of a ta- 
bernacle. "Tis call d an houſe, becauſe tis 
the reſidence and dwelling· place of the ſoul; 
but then, leſt the mention of an houſe 


ſhould convẽ a notion of durableneſs and 


ſtrength, the apoſtle adds, that it is but the 
houſe of a tabernacle, or a tent-houſe : like 
a tabernacle, it is made of very thin and pe- 
riſhing materials; and like the tabernacle of 
old (from whence the alluſion is taken) it 
is deſigned to laſt but till a nobler building 
is * But the apoſtle has not yet 
a brought 
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(6) 
| brought his idea low enough, and therefore 
adds the ſtill more diminiſhing epithet, the 
earthly houſe of this tabernacle : it is made 
of the earth, and like all other earthly 
things is liable to a decay and diſſolution; no 
wonder therefore that he ſhould ſpeak of it 
as what was to be diſſolved and taken down ; 
what is feeble muſt be expected to fall. 
Sometimes the tabernacle is torn down by 
the violence of ſome acute diſtemper; at 
other times the pins gradually unlooſe, the 
materials decay, and it falls becauſe the parts 
are worn out; as in the caſe of thoſe who 
die of age, and its complicated infirmities. 
But by whatſoever methods it is done, as 
this body is but the earthly bouſe of a taber- 
nacle, it muſt and will be diflolved. *_ | 

Aon & other inſtructions which this 
aepeeſontation gives us, it loudly ſpeaks to 
us theſe tu things eſpecially, 

-1f, Txt. certainty, And, 
| adh Tux near approach f our Jah 
and: diflolation;. . 

1, IT ſuggeſts to us the certainty. of 
death; a thing which tho we all believe, 
and the experience of every day teaches us, 
yet we have conftant need to be reminded 
of. Where is the great apoſtle who ſpoke 
— words? the carthly houſe. of bis taber- 
ö nacle 


CPI 
nacle wat diſſolved, as he expected it would, 
and he has now for many ages been abſent 
from the body. Thoſe who tranſacted the 

buſineſs, and carried on the affairs of former 
ages, are all dead and gone; and we have 
no traces of them, but what remain in the 
monuments of their induſtry they have leſt 
us. Our WS where are they? and the: 
prophets, do they live for ever? Thoſe with 
whom we have lived in the ſame houſe, 

worſhipped in the fame aſſembly, with 
whom we have had pleaſing and uſeful in- 
tercourſe, the earthly houſe of the tabernacle 
of many of them is diſſolued. If we were 
to take down the number of thoſe acquains. 
tances, correſpondents, and friends we have 
had in life, we ſhoald find, upon a com- 
putation, that the greateſt part of em are 
removed out of the world; how ſenſible a 
conviction ſhould this rike upon our minds 
of that undiſputed truth, that it is appointed; 
for all men once to die, and that there is no 
diſcharge in this war ? If an exemption 
might be expected for any, one would think 
they would be the wiſe and good, the con- 
ductors of others in the way of righteouſ- 

neſs and peace; they would be thoſe upon 

whoſe lives the proviſion and ſupport of 

families did depend: but God will ſhdw how 
little 


(8) 


little he needs the beſt of men to carry on 


the purpoſes of his providence and there- 
fore he removes, among the lumber of 


mankind, thoſe who were moſt valuable in 
their characters, and moſt uſeful in their 
—— Why do others die? but becauſe 
their bodies were compounded of frail and 


lives. 


periſhing materials; *twas be earthly. houſe 


of A tabernacle, that wherein they dwelt 


our bodies are of the ſame texture and com- 


poſition ; our ſtrength is not the firength of 
frones, nor are our bones braſs, any more 


than their's who are gone before us, and 
our times are as much in the hand of God. 
And as the m in the text ys 
the certainty, 7 

adh, IT ſpeaks alſo the weiche of 
death. The houſe in which our ſpirits] 
dwell, as it is only an earthly tabernacle; is. 
ſo far from being deſigned to laſt for ever, 
that, like a tent, it is made to laſt hut for 


a little time. How eaſily is a breach made 


in à tent, by any external violence; and 
without that, how ſoon do the parts de- 
cay of themſelves? And this is but too true 
an emblem of the preſent ſtate of man, as 
dwelling in a houſe of clay, whoſe foundation 
in in the duſt, and who is cruſhed before the 
moth. How eafily may a blaſt of cold, or 

11311 a 
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a gleam of heat deſtroy the even temper of 
our blood and juices, and bring on a mortal 
diforder? . Thoſe who are not uſed. to re- 
ſearches into nature, and the body of man, 

cannot well conceive how ſmall a particle 
of malignant humour can make a havock 
in the human conſtitution, and bring the 
tabernacle down to the duſt. But ſuppoſing 
all diſtempers and other accidents avoided, 

the body will ſhortly wear down of itſelf: The 
days ꝙ our years are threeſcore years and ten; 
and if, by reaſon of firength, they be four ſcore 
years, yet is their ſtrength, labour and ſor- 
row; and then the body drops into the duſt, 

under the meer weight: of its own infirmities. 

;P/al., xc. 10. 

ba AND do. we know that we muſt die? 
does, our dwelling i in an earthly houſe of a 
tabernacle | ſo loudly ſpeak it? How much 
then is it our wiſdom to be preparing for 
our diſſolution; and how ſtupid are they be- 
yond expreſſion, who do not make this the 
firſt and moſt early care of life? If indeed 
as dies & beaſt, ſo died à nan, and there 
. was 9. difference, it would be our happineſs, 

as it is theirs, to know nothing of it; and 
our wiſdom to forget it as much as we 
could, becauſe the thought of death, upon 


this ſuppoſition, would pall the reliſh of life, 
| C ind 


(o) 

and have no good uſe to ballance that incon- 9 
venience. But to reaſonable creatures death. % 
is the moſt awful thing in all the world; be- 
cauſe it puts an end td their ſtate of proba- 4 
tion, ſeals their characters, and fixes their 
Rates for ever: for ſuch therefore not to 
be ſolicitous about their preparations for it, 

is of all follies the greateſt and n un- 
ee 
Tn thoughts of dying cannot be fs 
put off, bat that they will frequently return -* 
upon the worſt of men; I appeal to ſinners 1 
themfelves, whether, with all their wicked 
pains they take to forget their mortal dying 
ſtate and condition, the ungrateful conviction 
does not often force itſelf upon them, and 
that with a ſtrength that; gives a fevers em- 
bittering to all their ſinful pleaſure: it makes 
them miferable, tho it cannot make them 
ſerious. O ſinners! do not forget what the 
grofſeſt ſtupidity cannot make you diſbelieve; 
and as you know you muſt die, endeavour 
to purſue the conviction into all its proper 
effect and influence: 80 learn to number your 
Gays,” as to apply your bearts unto wiſtlom ; 
and 4 think of death, as to be excited to a 
ſerious care to be ready for it. This would 
be bringing forth out of the eater meat, and 
out of the ffrong N ; this would be 


I turning 


» „ N — —_— . = 
3 2 TH l 4 
3 * So 8 — "2% . 8 > ; E * 1 as 
mn > % - ” A - 4 » 

2 
8 — 


142 1 ) 
turning an awful diſpenſation into a benefit 
and advantage; nay, this is the way to 
lighten up the darkneſs of death, and to 
make reflexions upon our unavoidable mor- 
tality more eaſy to our minds. The tolling 
of a bell, the proceſſion of a funeral, as it 
ought to do, would make us grave, but not 
melancholy; as thoſe who have taken the 
courſe to make death, whenever it comes, 
fafe and comfortable. 
| And as the repreſentation in the text 
ſhews the nearneſs, as well as the certainty 
of death, the conſideration of this ſhould 
excite us to be ſpeedy in our preparations for 
it, Were this houſe, wherein our ſpirits 
dwell, much more durable than it is; yet, 
as the time will come when it muſt be diſ- 
ſalyed, we ought to be ready; for tis a 
point of wiſdom, that that which muſt be 
done, be done as ſoon as may be, and put 
beyond all danger of being neglected. But 
as our preſent dwelling is but the houſe of a 
tabernacle, it ſhould be a ſolemn leſſon to 
us all, to make haſte and delay not to keep 
60 Di commandments. Boaft not th ſelf of 
to-morrow, for thou knoweſt not what a day 
may bring forth. Venture not on the ſta- 
bility of life; for what is your life, is it 
not even as a vapour, that aſcendeth and 

C 2 vaniſheth 


(12) 
vaniſheth away? Truſt to no ſtrength of 
your make and conſtitution, when you do 
not know but this nigh? your ſouls may be 
required at your own hands, and your pre- 
ſumptuous dependencies all fail you and 
come to nothing. If this plain and eaſy 
reaſoning, from the uncertainty of human 
life, will not convince finners of the ne- 
ceſſity of preparing for death, let experience, 
awful experience, do it. Have you not 
known many, in the courſe of your lives, 
who have delayed their preparations for 
death, (on the fame bottom which you do ſo, 


the preſumption of long life) whom Gop 
Has taken away in the midit of their days ; 


and concerning whom, after the ſtrongeſt 
exerciſe of that charity' which hopeth all 
things, you have been obliged to fear, that 


they died in an unprepared ſtate, and went 


into eternity with all their guilt upon their 


heads? The argument for delay, finners, 
that is weak in one caſe, is ſo in another ; 


why then will you lay any ſtreſs upon it? 


why will you not be wiſe, at their coſt'? 


why will you venture your ſouls upon the 
ground you ſaw ſinking under others, and, 


as you fear, to their eternal ruin and per- 


dition? 


II. Wr 
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II. We lte in the Sa the apoſtle 
aſſurance of a glorious reſurrection. We 
know that e have a building of GOD, 
an houſe not made with * eternal ws 
the heavens. 
| Here I ſhall enquire, | 

1. WHAT is the object of good men's 


aſſurance in this matter. 
2. WHAT is the foundation on which it 


is built. 

1. WHAT is the object of 1 0 men's 
aſſurance in this matter. It is, that they 
ſhall have a building of GOD, an houſe 
not made with hands, — in the heavens. 

TRE apoſtle's fixing upon the reſur- 
rection of the body, is no prejudice to the 
doctrine of the ſeparate and intermediate 
Happineſs of the ſoul. Into whatever hopes 
reaſon and philoſophy, or the facred ſcrip- 
tures, lead us, with regard to this, they all 
ſtand in their original force ; and we are to 
conſider the doctrine of a glorious reſur- 
rection, as an article of comfort, ſuperadded 
in the goſpel; and the reaſon why it is ſo 
much inculcated there, ſeems to be becauſe 
it was ſomething peculiarly adapted to the 
circumſtances of the primitive Chriſtians, 
who were taught to expect a diſſolution by 
martyrdom. 


(14) 
martyrdom. That the ſeparate Nate and 
bappineſs of the ſoul was an article of the 
apoſtle's belief, appears to me from this very 
context, where he makes an oppoſition be- 
tween being at home (it ſhould rather be ren- 
dred) ſojourning * in the body, and being ab- 


ſent from the Lord; and as be was confident, 


ond willing to, be abſent from the body, and 
preſent with the Lord, tis evident he knows 
nothing of a ſtate of ſleep and inſenſibility, 
nor any difference between ſojourning in this 
world, and being happy in another, which 
certainly, being preſent with the Lord, muſt 


mean. That concerning which the apoſtle here 


ſpeaks, is that howſe which is from heaven, 
and with which the ſouls of good men ſhall 
be cloathed at the reſurrection. And here 
we may obſerve the ſtrong contraſt between 
the old and the new habitation. The firſt was 
an bouje *, this will be a building ©;- which 
denotes ſomething more grand and majeſtic, 


as well as more ſubſtantial and laſting : Such 


a building will our reſurrection-body be, 
beautiful and glorious, and faſhioned after 


the likeneſs of that glorious body with which 


our Saviour appears in heaven. The firſt 
Was an earthly houſe, its original was from the 
earth, it is compoſed of the mixed clements 

like 
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like all other earthly things, and it is to re- 
turn to che earth, out of which it was 
taken ; but the other will e 4 building” of 
Go d, an houſe not made with bands, raiſed 
immediately by Almighty power, worthy of 
him that formed ĩt, and fitted to all the pur- 
poſes it was formed for : it will be a-proper 
habitation for a perfected ſpirit, that, in- 
ſtead of being, as the preſent body too much 
is, a clog upon the ſoul, will be obſequious 
and aſſiſtant to it in its beſt purſuits and in- 


clinations. This is but @ tabernacle for tbe 


wilderneſs ; that will be a building eternal in 
the heavens : it will never decay or die, but 
be worn by the ſoul thro the ages of eter- 
nity. I conelude this head with that literal 
and comprehenſive account of this matter; 
1 Cor. xv. 42, 43, 44- it was fown in cor 
ruption, ir will be raiſed in incorruption ; it 
war ſown in diſhonoar, it will be raiſed in 
glory ; it was ſoum in weakneſs, it will be 
raiſed in power ; it was bun 3 
it will be raiſed a ſpiritual body, 7 

2. I come to enquire into the kanne 
fon on which this aſſurance of good men 
is built, that they ſhall have a building of 
Gop, an bauſe not made with bands, ccernal 
in — heavens. 


Tis 


(616) 

-T'x1s is a matter foreign to all expe- 
rĩence: we only ſee that the earthly houſe 
of our tabernacle diſſolves; all the evidence 
we have, that what is laid in the duſt, ſnal! 
riſe again, muſt be fetched from ano- 1 
ther quarter. 'Tis not enough that we. 
would wiſh for, and be glad of ſuch a thing; 
the great God takes the reaſons of bis con- 
duct, not from our fond deſires, but from 
the knowledge he has of what is beſt, and 
moſt becoming his wiſdom and adorable. 
perfections: Undoubtedly therefore, a mat- 
ter of fact, concerning which our own rea- 
ſon and experience can ſay ſo little, and of 
which, as ſinners, we have ſo much reaſon 
to doubt, ought to be well ſupported; and 
it is well ſupported. The doctrine of a 1 
glorious reſurrection is one of the leading 7 
truths of the New Teſtament; there death © 
is declared aboliſhed, and life and immorta- © 
lity brought to ligbt tbro the goſbel. The 
author of that diſpenſation came himſelf 
from heaven, lay in his father's boſam, and 4 
was:intimately acquainted with all his coun- 
fels and deſigns; and the God of all mer- 
cy, as he has given to his ſon thoſe creden- 
tials with which he appeared in our world, 
and which ſo juſtly warrants our believing 
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(17) 
in him, has too great 'a tenderneſs for his 
creatures, to be capable of leading them into 
a falſe dependence, or making any promiſes 
but what in Chriſt ſhould be yea, and amen. 
And Jeſus himſelf, that had love enough to 
engage him to lay down his life for us, 
loves us too well to promiſe any thing which 
he would not take. care to ſee performed. 
In this ſtrain he ſpeaks to his diſciples, John 
xiv. 2. In my father's houſe are many man- 
ions; if it were not fo, 1, your maſter, friend 
and faviour, would have told you. 
HERE now might the matter be left to 
reſt; and as we have ſuch plain and re- 
peated teſtimonies, that Gop deſigns for his 
people an houſe not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens, we ought to believe it, tho 
there was nothing in ſenſe or experience that 
favoured our hopes this way. 
Bur as it is a matter of ſo much import- 
ance to our comfort and happineſs, G o » 
has not only been pleaſed to make us the 
promiſe of the thing itſelf, but we obſerve 
him engaged in a glorious plan for the final 
abolition of death; and the effect of that 
plan nothing can hinder. 
As by one man fin entered into the world, 
and death by fin, death has paſſed upon all 
D men, 


* 
men, becauſe all men have finned* ; but God 
Jo loved the world, that be gave his only-be- 
gotten. ſon, that whoſoever beleveth in him, 
Huld nat periſh, but have everlaſts ng life * 


ſo that as in Adam all die, in Chriſt l b 


all le mad alive. Not as the the revival 
would be happy to all; that is contrary. to 
the..reaſon of the caſe, and the voice of 
ſeripture, that ſpeaks. of ſome as ring again 
ic Ever laſting ſhame and confuſion ; but that 
every true believer in Chriſt ſhould, through 
him, have a title to a reſurrection from the 
dead, and the compleat and eternal happi- 
neſs. of body and foul. Now, in order to 
this, foraſmuch as thoſe for whom the bleſ- 
fing was deſign'd, are partakers of fleſh and 
blood, be alſo bimſelf tat part of the fame; 
that thro' death he might deſtroy him that had 
the power of death, that is the devil, and de- 
tiver thoſe ub thro". fear of death were all 
their lifetime ſubject to bondage. By his 
obedience to death, he took away the pe- 
nalty of death Which was due to us. Chrif 
bath redeemed. us from the: curſe of the law, 
by being. made a curſe for us. That act of 
his obedience had ſuch merit and worthi- 

neſs, 
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neſs, that, as the ſtipulated reward of it, his 
father gave him power and authority 0 
quicken whom be would ; to grve bis people 


eternal life, and to raiſe them up at tbe laſt 
day. If we may ſpeak of theſe things in a 
metaphor (ind tis a metaphor which the 
ſcripture leads us into, by repreſenting death 
fo often under a perſonal character] by dy- 
ing, our Lord enter d into the enemies ter. 
ritories, defeated him on his own l 
and took away all his po-πwer. 
FURTHER, our Lord having by bijidbes 
dience to death, obtained for his people a 
title to immortality and a glorious reſurrec- 
tion, himſelf became a type and model of 
the manner in which they ſhould enjoy it: 
he lay in the grave as all his people muſt; 
and then he roſe again, to ſnow that even 
ſo, with equal certainty, and in the fame 
manner, thoſe that ſſeep in TFeſus will God 
bring with bim. Hence it is that Chriſt is 
call'd the fr/t-fruits of them that ſleep; 
the fir/t-fruits, that enſure the future har- 
veſt, and are a ſample of _ kind RO 
it will ben 19 
Tuts now is the foundation of the aſſu- 
rance which good men have, that when the 
. houfe of their tabernacle is diſſlved, 
D 2 bey 
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they ſhall have a building of God, an houſe 


not made with hands, eternal in the heavens ; 
and this is the ſcriptural evidence of the fact. 

Ap here, tho' without ſuch diſcoveries 
of God's kind intentions in this reſpect, as 
the ſcriptures give us, we could not have 
arrived to any certainty, nor have even en- 
tertained any thoughts of ſuch a thing ; yet 
as we now obſerve him engaged in this af- 
fair, tis eaſy to ſee how fit in itſelf, and 
how agreeable to the divine perfections, ſuch 
a. diſpenſation is. And this will appear from 
the following conſiderations, 

1. Our bodies are a real part of our 
compound nature. Tis true the ſoul is the 
principal; but in ſtrictneſs of ſpeech the 
proper perſon is made up of both the parts 
united: Beſides, the body is a part to which 


the ſpirit bears a ſingular affection; nor do 


we know enough of the nature of either, 
or of the laws of union between the one 
and the other, to be ſure that the ſoul does 
not in ſome way or other need its kindred 
fleſh. Unleſs therefore Gop will new mould 
the ſoul, and give it affections of a quite dif- 
ferent turn from thoſe it had in this world, 
we cannot well conceive but that the ſoul 
mult look upon H in a kind of widowed 

ſtate, 
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Nate, . till it ſhall be cloathed upon pense its 
1 that it from heaven. 

2. TAE bodies and ſpirits of good men 
are both GO D's, and with both have they 
_ glorified him in this world. We preſent our 
bodies to him as living ſacrifices ; and rhe 
offering them up to God is that reaſonable 
fervice which is acceptable thro Jeſus Chrift. 
Now to allude to that ſcripture, 1 Cor. vi.-13. 
As the body is for the Lord, may we not 
reaſonably hope that the Lord will he for 
the body? The entire perſon did the ſervice, 
and why ſhould it not receive the reward? 
The bodies of good men are the temples of 
the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe temples have been 
kept pure and holy, with a view to his re- 
ſidence in them. Good men have made uſe 
of their bodies as inſtruments of righteouſneſs ; 
ſome have born in their bodies the marks of 
their faithfulneſs and zeal in the ſervice of 
Gop; their labours have overdone their 
ſtrength, and without perſecution they have 
been martyrs for the cauſe of Chriſt. There 
have been thoſe who have been in affli ions, 
in neceſſities, in diſtreſſes, in labours, in 
watchings, in faſtings. Others have had bonds 
and impriſonments; they have been ſtoned, 
they have been ſawn in ſunder, they have 
is been 


4... 
been tortured, not accepting deliverance, and 
all upon this very hope, that they ſhould" ob. 
tain. 8 better reſurretiion. And will Gop 
throw by the poor vaſſal, that has been the 


burdſhips ? will he defeat his people of that 
ceſurretion, for the obtaining of which they 
ventured their bodies ſo readily ? He has aſ- 
fared us he will not; and his promiſe ſhews 
the equity in which the W is 
founded. | 

3. SUCH a bab dias is every way ſuit- 
able to Gop's. concern for his own glory: 
<«<. Can we think it agrecable to him (fays that 
*. ſublime writer Mr. Howe) to ſuffer ſuch 
* a. ual ſoleciſm within bis dominion, 
* that when death, by means of a moſt 
1 criminal apoſtacy, had made fo great an 
<« inroad into the nobler part of his crea- 
<« tion, had broken in amongſt creatures 
* capable of immortality, that it ſhould be 
% always thus; 7. e. that ſuch a Tort of 
t creatures ſhould be perpetually continued 


ec to be born, and fin, and die. Some 


© time we maſt think this courſe of things 


“ (ſhould have an end, and not an everlaſt- 


* .ing conqueſt be yielded to an enemy. 
We can well conceive it worthy of Gop, 
« when 


immediate inſtrument of bearing all ' theſe 


(8) 
t when he made ſuch creatures, unto whom 
« liberty was as agreeable as holineſs and 
« fſelicity, to leave them to themſelves a 
« while as probationers and candidates for; 
« a ſtate of immortal life. But then, 
« when being left to themſelves, they, 'as 
« men, tranſgreſt, and like: frail and mutable 
Creatures, lapſed into fin and death; how 
4 opportune was it for him, by ſuch me- 
© thods as the goſpel reveals, to recover 
« to himſelf a glory out of the cloud, and 
« make it ſhine more brightly than ever in 
« his final victory over death, and him that 
% had the power of it! So that it ſhall at 
laſt retain no dominion over any, but ſuch 
* as by their own choice, during 2 new 
“ ſtate of trial, remain d in an inviolable 
union with that prince of darkneſs and 
« death. How glorious will the trinmphbs 
« of this' victory be over the rand a- 
« ſtate! 
4. TIs ſuitable to the preatneſs of his 
Ing to his ſaints and ſervants, and quite oſ 
2 piece with all his other deſigns in their fa- 
Vvour. All his meaſures" towards them de- 
clare him bent upon making them happy. 
This appears in the caſtly price of their par- 
NE the tender care of his pro- 
cl vidence 


T 
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vidence over them, the long and painful 
ſtrivings of his good ſpirit with them, and | 
eſpecially in his providing them a future 4 
glory, the (greatneſs of which eye has not 
ſeen, ear beard, nor can the heart of man 
cuncei ve. How worthy then is it of that love, 3 
which excceds our thoughts in every thing 3 
elſe, 'to ſignalize itſelf here; to give them an 8 
happineſs as of every degree, ſo of every 1 
kind, and to compleat the adoption of his © 
children with the redemption of their bodies? A 
Eſpecially when I add, in the laſt place, | 

F. Tus will be ſomething glorious and 
honourable to the redeemer, as well as 
happy for them. When Chriſt ſhall deliver 
up the kingdom to Gop, even the Father, 
he'will preſent his church to him; and we 
may conceive of his introducing them to his 
Father, with ſuch ſweet accents as theſe, 
e Here am I, and the children which thou 
e haſt given me,” as one glorious ceremony 
that is to attend the folemnities of that day. 
It would be a diminution to the redeemer, to 
make a maimed preſent, and give an account * 
but of one part of his purchaſe and truſt; 5 
we may be therefore ſure, that as that is the 7 
time when be will come to be glorified in his 2 
ſaints, and admired in them” that believe, 
| there 
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make bis triumph illuſtrious; and what can 
be a more matenma}l; one, than for him to 
bring with him the compleat perſons of 
thoſe he redeemed; and for. an embodied 
Saviour to be glorified and admired in an 
embodied people? 

I sHALL make a few reflections on this 
part of the ſubject, and conclude. 
1. How great are our obligations to the 
G0 D and Father of: aur Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
who, hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſings 
in heavenly, places thro" him? an happineſs of 
the loweſt. kind and degree was more than 
we had deſerved, and more than we could 
claim. Suppoling then, that as our ſouls 
are ſpiritual and; immaterial ſubſtances, and 
capable of living without the body, they 
were only to return to GOD: that gave 
them, and to be diſpoſed of into ſuch a ſta- 
tion and repoſitory of happineſs, as ſuited 
the ſpirituality of their nature, and the de- 
gree of holineſs they had attained in this 
world; this would give us a large idea of 
the love of Gop, tho' the earthly. houſe, upon 
its diſſolution, was never to be reſtored again. 
There is no doubt but the great parental 
mind can make minds and naked ſpirits 
very happy; but our gracious Gop has * 

| E e 
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ed his dealings to the nature he has given us; 
and to this we may apply the words of 
the Pſalmiſt, Pſ. ciii. 13, 14. Like as 4 fa- q 
tber pitietb his children, ſo the Lord pitieth © 
them that fear bim: for be knoweth our 
frame, | he remembreth that we are duſt. As 
he knows that our affections work ſtrongly 
towards the bodies we carry about us, he 
has contrived to indulge every thing that is 
innocent in this natural paſſion; by the aſſu- 5 
rance he has given us, that tho' the earthly 1 
bouſe of this tabernacle is dllſolved, we ſhall 

have à building of 60 D, an houſe not made 

with hands, eternal in the heavens. What is 

a little organized duſt to him ?——but he 
knows it is ſomething to us, and therefore * 
he has promiſed that we ſhall have it again, 

not an attom ſhall be loſt ; and all the al- 
teration that reſurrection- power will make, 
will be to change an earthly -houſe into a l 
building of G0 D, and to give to our bo- | 
dies every deſirable advantage and glory. 

2. How happy are we who enjoy the 
peculiar diſcoveries of the goſpel, by which 
life and immortality are brought fo Abt. | I 

Tux light of reaſon is able to give us 
at leaſt ſome glimmering of the immortality 4 
of the ſoul, and the recompenees of a fu- 
tare- world, By: Ann the make of the 

human 
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human mind, us an intelligent and conſcious 
being, and by reaſoning. from the preſent 
conſtitution of things in providence, we 
may be able to collect conſiderable evidence, 
that there is 4 reward: for the righteous in 
ſome other ſtate ; but whatever probability 
ſuch reaſonings give us of the immortality 
of the ſoul, ſurely, I think, with regard to 
the reſurrection of the body, nature and 
reaſon is entirely ſilent, and could never 
lead us into the moſt diſtant thought, that 
what drops into the duſt before our 
eyes, ſhould ever be reſtored again; and 
that 5, after our ſhin, worms deſtroy this 
body, yet that in our fleſh we ſhould ſee GOD. 
Let us bleſs Gop then for the ſcriptures of 
truth, that have brought this glorious fact 
to light : and as it is an argument of duty, 
as well as comfort, under the burdens of 
life, and the apprehenſions of death, let us 
improve it with the Apoſtle for that purpoſe, 
1 Cor. xv, ult, Wherefore, my beloved brethren, 
be ye fledfaſt, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord ; ; foraſmuch as ye 
know your labour is not in vain in tbe 
Lord. 
3. Tx1s aſſurance may teach us not to 
ceaſure the ways of providence, in permit- 
E 2 ting 
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ting the dominion en 
whiverſally thro this world. 

Tur thought miſts no diſtufbing emo- 
tions; when the vile and refuſe are ſwept 
away; but when the flower and falt of the 
earth, thoſe who are moſt worthy, and moſt 
vſeful, are removed, tho' eien t Lori 
is righteous, we are ready to "aſk him leave 
to tall with bim of his judgment! Lord! 
What art thou doing, and where is the 
beauty of thy diſpenſations?———The deſigns 
of Gop take a large compaſs, and are a long 
While in finiſhing; and whatever may be 
ſuggeſted by our partial affections and ſhort- 
ſighted views, in tlie end all things will de 
found to have been rightly appointel. 

Bor wichout untavelling che clue of pro- 
vidence, we are let into the defigns of Go D's 
grace ; and this may comfort us Concernit 
our friends that ſleep in Jeſus: They are 
ſhortly to have a #uilding of 'GOD, an 
houſe not made with hands, eternal in the 
"heavens. Tho we parted with Wem worn 
down with weakneſs, and ſtruggling un- 
der the agonies of dying nature, we ſhall 
receive them again in a quite different fl 
gure. They are only "retired to reſt, or ra- 
ther to their tiring-· room, from whence they 
will thortly iſſue forth dreſſed in robes of 

rere 
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WL health, and bloom, end'righteouk. 
neſs. 
WI ru theſe h6tzhts would J comfort 
my elf and you, under the loſs of my dear 
friend, and your late worthy paſtor, 1E 
R#vEeREND MR. JEREMIAH TrDcouz; 
of whom, whatever I may ſpeak, cannot be 
accuſed of flattery to his family (God knows 
they need a more fignifieant ſervice) and yon 
will conſider it as coming from one that 
loved him much, and whoſe heart 'overflows 
with grief for the companion un friend of 
his youth, _. 

Wunrrvrx honour is to de Jerivel 
from pious anceftors, he had a title to it, be- 
ing deſcended from a father and grandfather, 
who were both 'worthy miniſters; the latter 
of whom was ejected for conſcientious non- 
conformity, from a large and valuable living. 

As to himſelf: to excellent natural capa- 
cities he had added the improvements of a 
learned education; with a clear head, and a 
ſolid underſtanding, there was join'd a lively 
Imagination, and a warm heart; and that 
nothing might be wanting to accompliſh 
Him for the pulpit, Gop had given him a 
commanding voice, and a fine elocution. 
Of all the preachers I ever heard, never 
was there one in whom I could obſerve a 
more happy union and mixture of the ra- 
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tional and pathetic. He ſcorned to addreſs 
the paſſions, till he had laid his foundation 
in convincing the underſtanding; but then, 
as it was his inclination and turn, he thought 
it right to be warm, and to pour his whole 
ſoul into the ſubject. You can remember 


with what clearneſs he would explain thoſe. 


parts of ſcripture upon which he preached! 
how juſt, pertinent, and uſeful were the ob- 
ſervations he deduced! and then how he 
would bring home the general truth to the 
conſciences and various caſes of thoſe who 
heard him! How have your hearts burned 
within you, under his miniſtry ? how have 
the timerous been raiſed, the afflicted com- 
forted, the back-ſliding reproved, and efþe- 
cially the ſecure and careleſs been alarm- 
ed, under the thunder of his awful voice! 
Bur that which gave the true value to 
his character, was his integrity and honeſty 
of heart. I think I knew him well, and 1 
never had any reaſon to think him capable 
of an inſidious art, or mean deſign. 
Tus integrity of heart appear'd in the 
pulpit to glorious advantage : There he de- 
clared the whole counſel of Go p; there he 
commended himſelf to every man's conſcience 


in the fight of Go p, and watched for ſouls 


as one that muſt give an account. We 


Were e willing to hope, that a perſon ſo 
formed 
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formed for uſefulneſs, as he was, and one, 
whoſe life was, on other accounts, fo im- 
portant, would have been ſpared longer a- 
mong us; but it has pleaſed Gb m; in 
whoſe hand all our times are, to take him 
away in the midſt of his days; and his 
diſpoſing will muſt be ſubmitted to. He 
Was a burning and a ſhining light, and for 
a ſeaſon you have rejoiced. in his Jlight-. 
Remember the many exhortations and 
warnings he has given you; remember be 
muſt give you no more, but is gone to a 
warld, where, if you don't improve them, 
he will ſhortly appear a fwrf# witneſs againſt 
you. Subjects of death and mortality ſuited: 
much the ſerious and pathetic temper of 
his. mind; to thoſe he was often led, both 
by his own apprehenſion of their uſefulneſs, 
and by the many deaths that had been a- 
mong you, ſince the time when he firſt be- 
came your miniſter ; and with one of theſe, 
I underſtand, he, cloſed his labours in this 
world. And on ane. occaſion and another, 
you may remember what ſtriking repreſen- 
tations he has made to you of the certainty 
and nearneſs of death, and the awfulneſs of 

its conſequences ; and how earneſtly he has 
| from thence preſs d the importance of reli- 
gion, and the care of your ſouls: and now, 
behold, he himſelf dies, to fix the applica- 


tion 


. as 
tion of his own own {lfifin: Hiſcoutſes: 4 Heſs 
ſubjꝑcts more cloſety upon yqur conſciences. 
As to his farrowful Widow and helpleſs. ar- 
nbunt, I could ſay a great dtal upon their 
caſe,” but that it is too tender and delicate to 
be ſpoken of in this publick manner. 
Max he that has ſtiled himſelf the. Fa- 
ther ofthe. fatherleſs, and the widows: Gad, 
be their Gon and Helper: may they find 
David's obſervation verified in their caſe, 
who declares, that he had been young, and 
now was did; but he had never ſeen the 
nigbteous forſaken, nor his ſeed begging bread; 
Pfal: xxxvii. 25. Under all the darkneſs of 

this providence, may they bear this upon 
their minds, that 2b as for- man bis days 
are as the igraſs, and as the feuer of the. 

field; ſo be fouriſheth, the wind: paſſeth oe 
it, and it is gone, and the place thereof" ſhall: 
unte it no more; yet the mercy of the Lord: 
ts tamard them that fear him, and his 
rigbteoiiſneſt unto children's children, to ſuch 
as keep his covenant, and to thoſe- that re- 
member his commandments to do them, Pſal. 
cilt, 15, * e 18. TR | 17 
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